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Case

ÅA 65-year-old female was found unresponsive in her house and was 
last well seen 6 hours prior

ÅThe resuscitation was unsuccessful and was pronounced dead at 
emergency room

ÅHer autopsy of finding as follow





Dissection





1. Incise the 
pericardium and open 
the pericardial cavity 

2. Separate the fibrous 
and serous pericardium
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3. Study the transverse 
pericardial sinus by 
inserting the finger 
anteriorly to SVC 
-> posterior to aorta 
-> posteriorly to the 
pulmonary artery (or 
vice versa)



4. Cut the IVC as clos to 
the diaphragm as 
possible 

5. Lift the apex of the 
heart and study the 
oblique pericardial 
sinus



https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/echo.14211
http://site.iugaza.edu.ps/eshaqoura/files/Heart-Pericardium.pdf



http://site.iugaza.edu.ps/eshaqoura/files/Heart-Pericardium.pdf



http://site.iugaza.edu.ps/eshaqoura/files/Heart-Pericardium.pdf



5. Cut the roots of SVC, 
aorta and pulmonary 
trunk

6. Lift the apex of the 
heart to both sides and 
cut the pulmonary 
artery closes to the 
root of lung
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7. Identify the right 
coronary artery at right 
atrioventricular groove 
(coronary sulcus) and 
up to its root
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8. Identify the left anterior 
descending artery at 
interventricular groove 
(sulcus) and left coronary 
artery



9. Identify the left 
circumflex artery at left 
atrioventricular groove 
(coronary sulcus) 
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10. Incise the wall of 
right atrium
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